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Abstract. Student's learning style is one of the most important things that must be known by
the teacher so that he can give a treatment to learn that according to the conditions and
needs of students. The purpose of this study was to determine and classify new students’
cognitive learning styles in geography education department, Faculty of Social Sciences
and Law, State University of Surabaya. The method used in this research was experiment
and data was collected by cognitive tests using Witkin model, observation, and interviews.
The subjects were 95 students of 2016 class. Furthermore, the data were analyzed using
descriptive statistics. The results showed that 78 students or 17.9% have cognitive learning
styles of Field Independence, and the other 17 students or 82.1% have cognitive learning
style of Field Dependence. Therefore, it can be concluded that the learning styles of field
independence is possessed by students who mostly come from the social sciences in high
school, while the field dependence type is possessed by students who came from natural
science class.
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RESULT AND DISCUSSION
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Field Dependent Cognitive Style
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attitudes, values, and social interaction; (3)
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patterns of individuals, in terms of how to
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proposed by Witkin, et al. (1977), the
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(in Mancy and Reid, 2004) field dependent
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items of an object from its original form.
Furthermore, Witkin, et al. (In Oh and Lem,
2005) states that dependent fields people tend
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CONCLUSIONS
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support the independence of the student, the
faculty needs to provide and design the
individual task at the end of the course.
Therefore, the learning objectives can be
done well, and students can learn with fun
learning

environment

that

meet

their

expectations.
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